
And after the explorers and settlers came... 

 

Three indigenous nations, the Cree, Assiniboine and Saulteaux entered into the sacred covenant 

of Treaty 4 with representatives of the British Crown on September 15th, 1874, in the Cypress Hills. 

Crystal Lake, and its surrounding land, is located on Treaty 4 Territory, the traditional lands of the 

Nehiyawak, Nakawé, and Nakota and homeland of the Dakota, Lakota, and Métis peoples. 

 

The following excerpt describes one of the first settlers on the shores of the Crystal Lake: 

 

Crystal Lake - A Fun Place   1983 Tourist Edition, Canora Courier 

 

. . . A twenty-eight-year-old widow, Ida Mae Scott, took up a homestead on the southeast side 

of the lake on August 8, 1904. She had worked for the Singer Sewing Machine Co. In Winnipeg and 

decided to venture out into a more exciting lifestyle. 

Scott met the specifications of the Homestead Act by breaking 10 acres in 1905, 20 acres in 

1906, when she also had 10 acres of crop; having 30 acres of crop in 1907 and 25 acres of crop the 

following year. She lived in a 16-foot-by-18-foot log house with a sod roof about 50 yards from the 

lake shore.  She received a patent for the land on March 12, 1909. 

Scott married William Watson Black at Winnipeg in 1911. She decided to rent out her land, 

but the couple continued to visit in a touring car throughout the years, before deciding to live 

permanently at the lake in the early 1930’s.  In 1935, they built five cabins and another ten cabins 

the following year. 

Picnics were held on summer Sundays and the confectionery stands sold chocolates, soft 

drinks, ice cream cones, at five cents each and cigarettes at one cent each. 

In 1934, Blacks built their first store.  Fish derbies and picnics continued to be held 

throughout the years.  

 

.. The entire article from the Canora Courier will be included in the Crystal Lake History Book.  

 

 

 


